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THE STIMULUS OF CRITICISM 


‘Glee and over again I have been asked, ‘How 
can I learn to write for the Press?’ And my 
invariable answer is, ‘Through Criticism.’ 

Writing is not an art which may be mastered 
by reading text-books. There are several excel- 
Jent books published which discuss the subject, 
but when the beginner has read and re-read them, 
all he has gained is a knowledge of theory. 

What he needs most is practice and criticism. 

It is because the London School of Journalism 
gives its students practice in writing and criti- 
cizes their work constructively that such a large 
measure of success attends it. 

An apt comment is supplied by a letter received 
by Sir Max Pemberton from a very well-known 
literary man who is now Editor of an important 
weekly journal. In the course of his letter he 
remarks: 


‘The result of the work (of the School) makes 
all us experienced journalists regret that we 
did not have the chance to attend such an 
institution in our youth. I still possess a 
drawer-full of ancient MSS. which, twenty- 
five years ago, travelled from office to office 
only to be returned. None of these could 
ever have been written if Max Pemberton’s 
School had existed in those days.’ 


Journalism and story-writing can, in short, be 
taught in no other way than by setting the 
student to write and criticizing his work. And 
that criticism must, of course, be individual. 
Any attempt at stereotyped criticism or awarding 
‘marks’ is pre-doomed to failure. Each student 
must be handled individually if his natural 
talents are to be developed and made fruitful. 
He must, in effect, receive personal coaching, and 
that is what every student of The London School 
of Journalism does actually receive. 

Hence the solid success which has been won 
by L.S.J. students in all parts of the world— 
success which represents contributions to prac- 
tically every newspaper and journal printed in 
the English language. 

Many of the ‘star’ contributors to the London 
newspapers and magazines are L.S.J. students. 


Their subjects, viewpoints and styles differ in 
every case, showing that they have been trained 
to express themselves as individuals and not 
‘taught’ on a cut-and-dried plan. 


Some of those to whom I refer had pre- 
viously written, but with little or no success. 
They required the critical eye of a practised 
journalist or author to show them wherein 
their work fell short of publication standard, 
and they needed, also, some guidance in 
choice of subject, in handling of plot, in con- 
struction of article or story, and also in the 
right market to which to send their work. 


In all these important matters the beginner is 
fairly sure to go astray, no matter what his com- 
mand of words may be or what novelty of plot 
or theme he may contrive. The root matter of 
rejected MSS. is often very good: it is in the 
handling of it that the writer has gone wrong. 
Instruction and criticism by a practical journalist 
would save him from this and enable him to reap 
the fruits of his brainwork. 

Rejections are a constant mystery to many 
would-be wiiters; for editors are too busy to 
explain to the disappointed contributor why his 
MS. has been rejected. 

I cannot do better than suggest, once again, 
that any present reader who wishes to know why 
he has not achieved publication, or any would-be 
writer who wishes to know what his chances of 
success may be, should send a short MS. by way 
of example to The London School of Journalism. 
Upon it Sir Max Pemberton, the Director of the 
School, will base an opinion and will advise the 
sender accordingly. 

As no fee is charged for this service and no 
obligation is entailed, none who wishes for expert 
criticism and advice should hesitate to act upon 
my suggestion. 

I know that it has resulted very satisfactorily 
for some hundreds of men and women who are 
now contributing regularly to the Press and 
thereby earning a substantial addition to their 
regular incomes. 

EDWARD ANTON 
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